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S this Tax was given for the Defence of the whole Nation, ſo it is but reaſon- 
able that All ſhould contribute to it, and help to bear an equal Share of the 
Burthen, whilſt they partake equally of the Benefit. Whereas now not a 9: 
part of the Nation bear the burthen of this Tax. 

The Over-Sea Duty upon Coals is now reduced to "Three Shillings per Chaldron, v::., 


A Newca#tle Chaldron, whereas the like quantity brought to Loxdon and other Places, 


now pay Sixteen Shillings and Six Pence, as in the Margin. By which 1t appears, the 
Charge to London, &c. is Thirteen Shillings and Six Pence per Chaldron more then to 
Holland. Therefore if the Dutch can buy them ſo much cheaper then our own People, 
they can eaſily underſell us in Foreign Markets, in all ſuch Commodities as are manufa- 
&ur'd with Coals, ſome of which are as follow. 

1. The Smiths of London, &c. are a numerous, laborious, and ingenious People, and 
uſe great ſtore of Sea-Coal, which being ſo much dearer muſt advance the price of their 
Commodities in Foreign Markets, and hinder the Building of Ships, &c. that, together 
with the Reaſons following, doth not only diſcourage Smiths, but all other Trades de- 
pending upon Navigation. 

2. It is very oppreſſive upon the Poor in general, but particularly on the Seamen, 
Watermen,Fiſhermen, &c. that burn Coals, and whoſe Wages now are ſo much the tels, 
by reaſon their Imployers and Owners of Shipping, cannot fetch Coals but to their great 
Loſs. | 

3. The Brewers who burn ſome of them four or five hundred Chaldron in a year, are 
very deeply affected by this Tax; and it is the more grievous to them at this time when 
the Duties and Exciſe upon Malt and Beer are ſo high. 
> 4- The Glaſsmen, which have arrived to a great degree of Perfe&ion in their Art, 
ſo that Engliſh Glaſs has the Preference abroad, are now forced to advance the price of 
their Commodities, by reaſon of the Duty upon Coals : And likewiſe the Caſe of the 
Dyers, Hatters, &c. is the ſame, whereby the ſaid Commodities cannot be afforded ſo 
Cheap abroad as the Dutch do theirs, they having our Coals cheaper thea our ſelves. 

5. But that which is the moſt fatal miſchief of all from this new Duty npon Coals, 1s 
the ruin it derives upon the Northern Navigation, which ought to be chiefly encouraged 
as the Nurſery and Support of our ableſt and beſt Seamen, and the preſervation of a 
great many of our Coaſt Towns, as 1pſwich., Aldborough, Laitoff,, Yarmouth, Lym, Hull, 
Birlington, Scarborough, Whitby, Sheilds, Sunderland, and Newca#le, which depend moſtly 
upon the Newca#le Navigation, which the laſt year has met with ſo great diſcourate- 
ment, that the Building of Ships at the ſaid reſpe&tive Towns, is now wholly at a ſtand, 
whereby all the Trades relating, thereto, as the Rope-maker, Caulker, Sailmaker, 
Joyners, Carpenters, &c. are all unimployed, and vaſt Numbers of Families reduc.ed 
to Beggery and Miſery. The conſequence whereof muſt neceſſarily enforce our Seamen 
to run into the Service of our Enemies, and the Navigation to the Eaſt for Pitch, Tarr, 
Hemp, lron, &c. greatly to abate. 

6. That ſuch muſt be the fatal Conſequences of the ſaid Tax,may be demonſtrated from 
the conſideration of the ſeveral particulars following, viz. Firſt, let it be conſider'd 
what the general price of Coales in the River of Thames, have been ever ſince the laying 
on the ſaid Duty ; and what the ſame ought to be, to give any tolerable Encouragement 
to the ſaid Navigation and it muſt be own'd that the price of Coals fince that time, 
have not been ( take one Voyage with another) at above Twenty Shillings per Londor 
Chaldron., Whereas the ſame ought to be One Pound Five Shillings and Eleven Pence 
per Chaldron, to anſwer Ware, Tare and Intereſt Money, as it is caſt up in the Margin, 
and laid but at very reaſonable rates. And let any one judge whether any more Ships 
are like to be Built, or how poſlibly thoſe 1n being can be kept in Repair whillt this Du- 
ty continues. 

Beſides we of the ſaid Coaſt Towns, have a new Miſchief attends ns from this Tax ; 
and may in time be very deſtructive to the aforeſaid Trade, and that is the Poor of ſich 
Places not being able to Buy Coals at ſuch dear rates, have fallen upon ſome of our I ands, 
and cut them tor Flag, and Turf;. and upon our Woods, Trees, and Buſhes, to burn ; 
which is not only a great Miſchief to the proprietors of the Lands, but may briag Turt 
and Flag ſo much into uſe, where never uſed before, as to abate very much the conſump- 
tion of Coales, and then great part of the ihipping muſt lie by the Walls. | 


